population in the period of the largest emigration to Africa in the years [1926] [1927] [1928] [1929] [1930] [1931] amounted to 95 per cent; while the main country for which they were bound was the Union of South Africa."9 Another expert on emigration from Poland during the Second Republic Arie Tartakower emphasized that the Jewish emigrants constituted 95 per cent within Poland's emigration to South Africa in the years 1926-1929.10 
Colonial and settlement projects
One of the factors which activated emigration from Poland were colonial and settlement projects. These plans concerned also ethnic minorities in Poland, especially Polish Jews.
Soon after the First World War Jewish organisations were established to help the emigration of Polish Jews. At the beginning of the Twenties, the most active was Hiasthe Hebrew Sheltering Aid Society of America who organized a large scale action of sending rnoney to relatives in Poland who wanted to emigrate to the United States of America. In 1924 
Emigration during the Twenties
At the end of the second decade of the 20th century, a discussion on the future racial structure of the country and related immigration policies was conducted on the columns of South African newspapers. In the years 1900-1920 the white population of South Africa doubled, but in the period between 1910-1920 the increase was only 19 per cent.22 A higher birth-rate was recorded among the black population. South African white journalists and scientists were agreed that in order to maintain the existing proportion between Whites and Blacks or even change to that proportion in favour of former racial group, it was necessary to increase white immigration to South Africa seriously, particulary because of a growing trend of leaving by more and rnore South African-born Europeans for their native country 23
The South African economic situation (deep recession, high unemployment, competition on the labour market from cheap African workers) was the reason why South Africa had ceased to be attractive for emigrants from Western Europe. In 1924 a census on migration to and from the Union of South Africa was closed with debit balance of 578 people24, and during the next year changed slightly in favour of arrivals.25 Among newcomers the representation of the East European citizens increased rapidly. During the first months of 1925 they constituted 65 per cent of the whole emigration to South Africa.26 Most of them was of Judaic faith and originated from Lithuania. In the period mentioned above 45 Polish citizens came to South Africa and in June of that year another 17 immigrants from Poland settled there 27
The increasing share of Eastern Europeans among immigrants and of "South Africans of Nordic type" among emigrants led South African political and social organisations (mainly groupings of Afrikaners) to pressure the Government in Pretoria to introduce a quota system because "... the Nordic character of the nationhood of South Africa should be maintained".28 The American quota system limiting immigration was cited as an example. Jewish emigration to South Africa revived as a political issue. The accumulating economic difficulties from the beginning of the Twenties and a growing political opposition towards immigration from Eastern Europe caused immigration restrictions to be prepared. In an interview with the Cape Times in 1924 Sir Alfred Milner, former High Commissioner in South Africa -"... laid stress on the fact that we should consider more carefully in South Africa the quality, rather than the quantity, of our immigration."33 Such a statement meant the limitation of the influx of emigrants from Eastern Europe. In 1929 total net emigration to South Africa after the deduction of reemigration to home countries numbered 4.008 people, of which 2.748 originated from Eastern and Southern Europe.34 Their material status, level of education and cultural habits were considered undesirable in South Africa.
The introduction of the quota system comprising citizens of Eastern and Southern Europe (mainly from Lithuania, Poland, Latvia, the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia and Greece) had become an imminent prospect.
New Immigration Laws
In early February 1930 the South African Parliament discussed the question of changing the nationality structure of potential immigration. After the debate, the Immigration Quota Act was implemented. That piece of legislation was especially intended to limit immigration from such countries as Lithuania, Latvia, Poland and the Soviet Union35 and was sometimes called "An Act Against Jews". For countries not mentioned in the act (namely countries of the British, Commonwealth, Austria, Belgium, The extent of emigration from Poland to South Africa for citizens from Eastern Europe did not differ at the end of the Thirties in comparison with the preceding years. In 1937 107 persons emigrated in that direction48, and in the period from the 1st of February 1937 to 31st of December 1938 that number was 122 persons49
In spite of the considerable decrease in immigration from Eastern Europe to South Africa at the end of the Thirties, the supporters of the Afrikaner National Party organized meetings against "unlimited and injudicious mass immigration of Jews".50 In the South African Parliament the members of the National Party exerted pressure in that matter on the government, but above all on Minister of the Interior R. Stuttaford.51
After 1930 many Polish Jews wrote to the Governor General of South Africa or even to King George VI requesting permissions to be allowed to enter the Union of South Africa. Nearly all of them had relatives there.
A 
Social stratification of emigrants
The period of the Depression and the restrictive immigration laws of the biggest overseas countries in the Twenties had a severe impact on Jewish emigration from Poland. Unemployment and hardships were primarily experienced by the Jewish lower rniddle class52 which becarne impoverished.53 The rnaterial status of Polish Jews was just as low as that of other ethnic groups or even lower. 54
It is assumed that a relatively high degree of education, high position in socioprofessional structure, resistance against assimilation, wide contacts with the outer world caused Jewish emigration mobility to occur. Jews left Poland for South Africa mainly as a result of a magnetic force of tales of fabuluous opportunities and wealth in South Africa.
The professional structure of emigrants from Poland who settled in South Africa in 1930 was as follows: agriculture: 5 persons, industry: 118, trade: 53, the learned professions: 12, domestic service: 9, dependants: 49,: 13, others: 10.55 Corresponding figures for the years 1926-1929 were nearly the same: agriculture: 17 persons, mining: 2, industry: 387, trade, trade: 117, transport: 2, the learned professions: 48, domestic services: 18, others: 39.56 The professional structure of Polish Jews who emigrated to South Africa in that period and later differed from other Jewish emigrants from Eastern Europe (especially when occupation of posts in industry is considered). Compared with Russia and Lithuanian Jews, Polish Jews came from a more industrialized country and were generally better educated.
In the years 1926-1937 the proportion of active to passive labour work force in emigration from Poland to South Africa showed the predominance of the former group. Out of 1.104 immigrants who entered South Africa 634 persons (57 per cent) were part of the active labour work force, 354 (32,1 per cent) passive labour work force and others amounted to 116 (10,5 per cent).57
Some interesting proportions were indicated by the gender structure in the emigration from Poland to South Africa (see table 1). After 1929 statistics considering the emigration of Polish Jews to South Africa were discontinued.58 Table 1 Gender structure of emigration from Poland to South Africa in the years 1926-1938 (in During the inter-war period Polish Jews like other Eastern Jews generally looked to the English way of life in the process of acculturation. In the next decades they continued to identify themselves with the English-speaking community. Differences in language, cultural background and even, to some extent, religious tradition between them and West European Jews produced a certain amount of frictions. However, considering the relation between the inter-war emigration of Polish Jews and the earlier wave of Jewish settlement from Eastern Europe as well as Jews from Britain and Germany no explicit conclusion could be formulated.
Pro-Polish activity
Polish Jews who settled in the Union of South Africa manifested a diversified attitude to their country of birth and to Polish problems 59 They generally wanted to become South African citizens possessing full rights. Polish Jews who came to South Africa before the First World War from the Bialystok, Vilna, Novogrod and Polesie provinces were derived from the poorest milieu 
Conclusion
Most Polish Jews were either able to take advantage of the possibilities offered by South Africa or sucessfully adopted to the harsh conditions during the Depression. They actively took part in South African economic, social and cultural life and contributed their own share to the development of their new home. They became well known businessmen, tradesmen, inventors and civil servants.
The majority of Polish Jews made efforts to assimilate into the English speaking community while maintaining some parts of Jewish tradition, religion and culture. However, some of them did not forget their country of birth. They felt Polish and cultivated native Polish culture without forgetting their Jewish roots. The emigration of Polish Jews to South Africa during the Second Polish Republic enlarged existing communities, and helped to form new ones.
